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US OECD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EGEN, EINV, ECOSOC, OECD 

SUBJECT: OECD MINISTERIAL - ILLICIT PAYMENTS 

REF: STATE 143133 

1 . THE FCO (ASST UNDER SECRETARY DEREK THOMAS) HAS TOLD 
US THAT THE UK BUYS THE LANGUAGE FOR THE PARAGRAPH 
ON ILLICIT PAYMENTS FOR THE OECD MINISTERIAL QUOTED IN 
REFTEL, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE REFERENCE TO 1978. 

THE BRITISH VIEW IS THAT THIS IS AN UNREALISTIC TARGET, 

AND THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER TO EXPRESS THE URGENCY OF 
THE TASK IN A WAY LESS LIKELY TO CAUSE EMBARRASSMENT IF 
NEGOTIATIONS DRAG OUT. THEY WILL BE SUGGESTING INSERT- 
ION OF A PHRASE SUCH AS "HOPEFULLY" OR "IF POSSIBLE" 

AS A QUALIFIER TO 1978. 

2. THOMAS MADE A POINT OF REITERATING UK AGREEMENT 
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WITH US OBJECTIVES; THE ONLY DIFFERENCES, HE SAID, 

WERE OVER STYLE AND TACTICS. 
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